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EDITORIAL 
This edition features coverage of GAR Live's first visit to Istanbul. which happened to 

coincide with moss demonstrations against the government of prime minister Recep 

Toyyip Erdogon. With the conference venue only a few ldlomelres from the site of the 

protests at Toksim Square. the political unrest was much on delegates' minds. Despite 

this. the mood was optimistic about Turkey's plans to establish a new arbitration centre in 
Istanbul to turn the city into a hub for international disputes. 

As well os analysis of the Turkish government's plans. the conference examined the slate 

of international arbitration culture across the Middle East. looking beyond regional issues, 

the event also debated whether in-house counsel ore "the weakest link" when it comes 
to ensuring on orbitroHon stays on trocl:. 

Elsewhere in this issue. Korel Doele ot Mishcon de Reya in London gets to grips with the 

European Union's policy towards bilateral investment treaties. As the Lisbon Treaty gave 

the EU exclusive competence to negotiate and conclude BITs with third countries. what will 

that transition involve for existing and future BITs? Doele lakes stock of the EU's approach. 

which he celebrates os "forward-looking". 

Another contributor, Jomes Egerton-Vernon of Jones Day in Washington. DC. examines 

the recent actions and rhetoric of Ecuodoreon president Rofoel Correo towards the 

investment arbitration system. particularly in the woke of the US$1.8 billion ICSID award 

rendered against it lost year in favour of US oil company Occidentol Petroleum. As o 

number of other foreign investors (including long-term Jones Day client Chevron) pursue 

treaty claims against Ecuador. Egerton-Vernon asks whether Correo is laying claim to the 

mantle of the late Venezuelan president Hugo Ch6vez. 

As usual. the magazine also features a round-up of the most important developments 

in the community, including UNCITRAL's new rules on transparency in investor-slate 

arbitration and a pair of recent rulings by the Caribbean Court of Justice relating to 
arbitrations involving Benze. 

We hope to see you at one of our forthcoming GAR Live events this year in New York. Hong 
Kong. Paris and Sydney. 
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