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99.8% of companies 
active on the European 
data market are SMEs.

Out of 450 European startups  
and businesses surveyed,  
more than 50% use open data  
to create new products or services.

1/3 of startups  
supported by ODINE,  
an EU-funded incubator,  
would not exist  
without open data.

Small and medium enterprises 
(SMEs) and startups use  
public sector data to create 
new products and services  
(e.g. weather or map apps).

Data from the public sector 
enables artificial intelligence 
development and  
Big Data technologies. 

Data is used  
to modernise entire 
industries (e.g. agriculture, 
manufacturing). 

Public sector bodies produce and collect huge quantities of data, a valuable raw material for 
the development of the economy to enable growth and create jobs:

WHAT IS THE CURRENT SITUATION IN THE EUROPEAN UNION? 
The Directive on the reuse of Public Sector Information (PSI Directive) stimulates cross-border reuse of public sector data 
for the benefit of the economy and society. Open data (data that can be freely used and shared) is highly used in the EU 
economy.

However, according to the study supporting the impact assessment on reviewing the PSI Directive and the related public 
consultation:1 

Real-time access to data,  
in particular dynamic data, 

is rare: 

•  77% of respondents agree 
that more dynamic data  
should be provided  
in real time and  
more technical solutions 
developed to facilitate  
data usability. 

Charges for reusing  
public sector data create  
market entry barriers  
for SMEs and startups: 

•  42% of respondents consider 
that there should be no 
exceptions to the principle 
that the reuse of public 
data should not cost more 
than the marginal costs for 
dissemination. 

•  49% of respondents wish to 
clarify the circumstances in 
which these exceptions can 
apply.

The current directive does not 
cover data held by public 

undertakings in the utilities 
sector (e.g. transport, energy) 
or research data resulting 

from public funding. This data 
is highly valuable for reuse: 

•  90 % of respondents support 
the principle of opening up 
scientific results (research 
data) from public funding. 

•  71 % of respondents 
believe that transport and 
utilities’ data should be 
made available for reuse. 

Private-public arrangements 
can lead to situations  

in which public sector 
information is locked in: 

•  Public sector bodies are  
not sufficiently aware of 
the potential risks related 
to exclusive arrangements 
on data.
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http://data.europa.eu/euodp/en/home
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WHAT IS THE COMMISSION NOW PROPOSING?

WHAT ARE THE EXPECTED BENEFITS?

MORE CONCRETELY, THE REVISED PSI DIRECTIVE WILL ENCOURAGE

A review of the PSI Directive, to make more data more available and reusable. This review will: 
• Stimulate the publishing of dynamic data and the uptake of Application Programme Interface (APIs).
• Limit the exceptions allowing public bodies to charge for the reuse of their data more than the marginal costs of 

dissemination. 
• Enlarge the scope of the Directive to:

 ° Data held by public undertakings – charges for the reuse of such data can be above marginal costs for 
dissemination; 

 ° Research data resulting from public funding – Member States will be asked to develop policies for open access 
to publicly funded research data. This will facilitate the reusability of research data that is already contained in open 
repositories.

• Strengthen the transparency requirements for public–private agreements involving public sector information, avoiding 
exclusive arrangements.

A next step will be a delegated act listing a set of high-value datasets that are to be provided in a timely manner and 
free of charge. 

The review of the PSI Directive is part of a broader package of measures to create a common European data space, by 
unlocking the potential of different kinds of data from different sectors, including: 

1. A revision of the 2012 Recommendation on access and on preservation of scientific information.
2. Guidance on private sector data sharing in business-to-business and business-to-government contexts.

BY 2020 2

BY 2030 3

€1.7 billion in 
cost savings 
for EU public 
administrations.

Creating an  
open data ecosystem:
Example:
Since 2015, Transport for 
London has released  
over 200 datasets,  
enabling 14,400 developers  
to create 600 apps.

The value of the data for 
the economy will grow to 
almost €194 billion (from 
€52 million in 2018).

7,000 lives 
potentially saved 
yearly thanks  
to quicker 
emergency 
responses.

Starting new businesses 
based on open data: 
Example:
The French starup 
Commoprices allows 
professionals to follow  
the prices of goods online  
and buy them at the best  
price thanks to the use of 
French customs data. 

More than 700,000 jobs  
will be based on public sector 
data, especially in SMEs  
and startups. 

629 million hours  
of waiting time  
in traffic jams  
or public transport 
saved.

Improving existing services 
with open data: 
Example:
The Spanish starup Cropti 
provides more efficient farm 
management. With Crop.
live, farmers identify plot 
variability and problems  
(e.g. plagues or weather 
conditions) thanks to the use 
of European Space Agency 
and weather data.  

The cost of making public 
sector data available for 
reuse will decrease by 21%.

16 % decrease in 
gas, electricity, oil 
and transport fuel 
consumption thanks 
to real-time open 
data on energy use.

Cross border reuse  
of open data in the EU: 
Example:
Swedish app Seapilot 
produces digital maps  
for navigation based on 
marine chart data  
from hydrographic offices 
across the EU. 

https://tfl.gov.uk/
https://tfl.gov.uk/
https://commoprices.com/fr
https://cropti.com/
https://crop.live/
https://crop.live/
https://www.seapilot.com/

